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Compromising 
 

 

Definition: 

To compromise – to reach an agreement with someone, where each person 
or group gives up some of their claim (what they want) in order to make an 
agreement. 

Example: He wanted to smoke, but I didn’t want him to do it inside, so we 
compromised. He can smoke on the balcony. 

 

A Person wants X     B Person wants Y 

 

 

 

      

 

 

Compromised Solution 

(Both people are mostly happy?) 

 

Expressions:  

Let’s cut a deal = Let’s compromise 
So, if I do x for you, will you do y for me? 
What if I do x? Would you consider the possibility of doing y? 
If you agree to reduce the price, I’ll buy two more. 
We tried to reach a compromise, but failed. 
The Palestinians have offered to compromise on the issue. 
 

Be careful! This next expression means something very different: 

To be/feel compromised – to feel like you have been put in an impossible situation by 
other people. Example: He left me in a position where I was hopelessly compromised.  
!
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Conflict 


